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Justice Is Served

The God Life | Week 17 | 1 Kings 21:1-29

Introduction

When someone commits a crime, we want that person
“brought to justice” because justice is a divine desire. While we
often say “God is love,” His most fundamental attribute is holi-
ness. Because God is both holy and loving, He must also be just.
In a world where money, bribes, and sometimes crooked judges
allow criminals to go free, we're learning through Elijah’s

story that there is a God who is just, and justice will always be
served. Even in Elijah’s time in history, when the people of God
worshipped idols and ignored the prophets, God consistently
revealed His Word and held them to account.

As Dr. R.G. Lee famously preached in “Payday Someday,’
because God is just, justice is a must. From one of the most
important chapters in the Bible, observe God’s justice in action
in the life of King Ahab and learn to revere and respect this
aspect of God’s character.

Key Points
1. We Must Realize Justice Is Flouted

For almost twenty years, King Ahab and his wife, Jezebel, had
reigned over Israel, leading the nation into outrageous idola-
try, immorality, and iniquity. When Ahab coveted Naboth's
vineyard, which was close to his palace, he offered to buy it
or trade it for a better vineyard. But Naboth refused, saying,
“The LoRD forbid that I should give you the inheritance of

my ancestors” (1 Kings 21:3, NIV). This wasn’t stubbornness;
Naboth demonstrated obedience to God’s law that prohibited
Israelites from permanently selling their family property.

After Naboth'’s refusal, Ahab went home sulking. So Jezebel
arranged false witnesses to accuse Naboth of blasphemy, result-
ing in his execution by stoning. With Naboth dead, Ahab simply
took possession of the vineyard.
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There’s a little Ahab in all of us—coveting what belongs to Notes
others, allowing greed to overrule what'’s right. At times, we all

ignore God'’s instruction intentionally, flouting His justice. But
God’s Word in this story reminds us that, while it might appear

that justice fails in the short term, He keeps perfect records.

He sees everything, knows everything, and will ensure justice

prevails. How does that sobering thought impact you?

When injustice seems to triumph, remember that God keeps

perfect records and nothing escapes His notice.

2. We Must Reveal that Justice Should Be Feared

While Ahab was enjoying his newly acquired vineyard, God
sent Elijah to confront him with this message: “Have you not

murdered a man and seized his property?...In the place where

dogs licked up Naboth'’s blood, dogs will lick up your blood ...”

(1 Kings 21:19, NIV). Rather than repenting, Ahab recognized
Elijah as his enemy. Elijah responded sharply, “I have found

you...because you have sold yourself to do evil in the eyes of

the LOrRD” (1 Kings 21:20, NIV).

Elijah didn’t soften the message of judgment, and “When Ahab

heard these words, he tore his clothes, put on sackcloth...and

went around meekly” (1 Kings 21:27, NIV). When confronted

with God’s justice, even a wicked king responds with repen-
tance. How can you embrace the reality of God’s justice today?

Place any case of injustice in God’s capable hands and focus on

living righteously yourself.

Remember: God’s justice may be delayed, but it will never be

denied. We will absolutely reap what we sow, and we can

entrust any case of injustice to Him.
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3. We Must Remember Justice Will Be Faced

When Elijah confronted Ahab, the king still had three years to
live. Perhaps he thought he would escape judgment. He even
wore a disguise into battle, thinking he could outsmart God’s
decree. But “someone drew his bow at random” (1 Kings 22:34,
NIV), and the arrow found its way through a gap in Ahab’s
armor. Just as Elijah had prophesied, dogs licked up Ahab’s
blood. Later, Queen Jezebel was thrown from a window, tram-
pled by horses, and eaten by dogs—just as foretold.

Just as in Elijah’s day, we see evil and injustice seeming to
triumph. It’s easy to become discouraged, thinking the days are
exceedingly dark and justice is being left behind. But remember,
that delay of justice is temporary. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
said, “The arc of the moral universe is long, but it bends toward
justice.” What practical steps can you take this week to stand
for justice in your family, workplace, or community while still
demonstrating God’s love and grace? Through Christ’s sacri-
fice on the cross and His resurrection, you can have ultimate
assurance that justice will be served and God’s righteousness
will prevail.

Through the cross and empty tomb, you have absolute
assurance that God’s justice will ultimately prevail. You can
face each day with confidence, knowing that God will make
all things right in His perfect timing.
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Reflection Questions:

1. When have you seen justice delayed but not denied in your own experience or
in events around you? How did this strengthen or challenge your faith?

2. Living the God life might require you to speak up when you see injustice. In
what situation in your life might God be calling you to speak up about injustice,
even when it’s uncomfortable?

3. How does knowing that God will ultimately bring perfect justice change how
you respond to personal wrongs or injustices in society that you witness?
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Introduction

In the aftermath of any tragedy, we face this reality: Evil is
real and rampant. There is no place on this planet that is evil-
free. As one author wrote, “I will never understand those who
can read the headlines every day and then assert that people
are basically good ... Evil is woven into the fabric of humanity.”
Throughout our study of Elijah, we've seen him facing or flee-
ing evil, but always returning to fight it, because that’s what

it means to live the God life. And it’s not to be confused with
the good life. While the good life might avoid evil, ignore it,

or let others deal with it, those living the God life don't have
that option.

Now, as we near the close of Elijah’s story, we find him con-
fronting Ahaziah, the son of Ahab and Jezebel. Though Elijah
might have hoped for retirement after the deaths of Ahab and
Jezebel, evil continued through their son. And one central truth
emerges: When you look up to God, you'll stand out from the
crowd and often be told to stand down. But when you stand
with God, He gives you the power to stand tall and strong

in Him.

Key Points
1. We Will Confront the Presence of Evil

Ten years after confronting Ahab, Elijah faces a new challenge.
Ahab’s son Ahaziah now reigns, and, despite having witnessed
the drought, the fire on Mount Carmel, and his parents’ deaths
exactly as Elijah prophesied, he follows the same evil path.
When Ahaziah injures himself, he sends messengers to consult
Baal-Zebub, the “lord of the flies,” instead of turning to God.

The prophet Isaiah warned against turning to false gods, asking:
“When someone tells you to consult mediums and spiritists....
should not a people inquire of their God? Why consult the dead
on behalf of the living?” (Isaiah 8:19, NIV). Maybe you've felt
pressure to compromise or stay silent. But I want to encourage
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you today: The God life doesn’t avoid evil; it confronts it with
truth and love. Like Elijah, you can be the one person in your
office, classroom, or family who stands for God’s truth. When
you do, you stand in the power of the One who has already
overcome the world.

Evil will always be present in this world, but God has
equipped you to face it directly with courage and faith
rather than shrinking back in fear.

2. We Must Condemn the Practice of Evil

God instructs Elijah to intercept the king’s messengers with this
rebuke: “Is it because there is no God in Israel for you to con-
sult that you have sent messengers to consult Baal-Zebub...?
Because you have done this, you will never leave the bed you
are lying on. You will certainly die!” (2 Kings 1:16, NIV). This
message would likely cost Elijah his life, but he delivers it any-
way. Many today, including 40% of Protestant pastors, admit
feeling limited in speaking about moral and social issues, fear-
ing that they may offend others.

Let me speak directly to your heart: Speaking truth in today’s
culture isn’t easy. You may worry about being labeled intol-
erant, losing friends, hurting your career, or facing rejection.

[ understand those fears; they're real. But remember this:
Someone’s eternity may depend on your willingness to lovingly
speak God'’s truth. You don’t need to be harsh or condemning,
but you do need to be clear and courageous. Start by asking
God to give you both wisdom and boldness.

Standing for truth will make you unpopular, but your coura-

geous words, spoken in love, could be exactly what someone
needs to hear to find their way to God.
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3. We Should Confirm the Punishment of Evil

Despite having three chances to repent, King Ahaziah
remained stubborn. The judgment declared by Elijah came to
pass exactly as prophesied: “So he died, according to the word
of the LORD that Elijah had spoken” (2 Kings 1:17, NIV). There is
such a thing as the fire of God’s judgment on sin and evil. While
God is good and merciful, He is also just and serious about pun-
ishing those who disobey and deny Him. In this entire story,
only one man—Elijah—actually stood for what was right and
against what was wrong.

Our culture desperately wants to emphasize God’s love while
ignoring His justice. As believers, we must present the whole
truth. When you share your faith with others, don’t shy away
from speaking about sin and its consequences. But do this with
tears in your eyes and compassion in your heart.

While God offers multiple chances to repent, consequences

await those who reject Him. Your loving warning could be
the very thing that leads someone to salvation.
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Reflection Questions:

1. Think about a time when you stayed silent when you should have spoken up
against something wrong. What held you back, and how might you respond
differently in the future?

2. Elijah didn’t water down God’s message, even though it was unpopular and
dangerous. In what areas of your life might God be calling you to speak truth
that others don’'t want to hear?

3. Of the 7,000 who hadn’t bowed to Baal, only Elijah took a public stand. What
practical step could you take this week to move from being a silent believer to
a vocal advocate for God’s truth?
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Introduction

One of the greatest aspects of the Bible is that it tells the stories
of real faith of real people—both their successes and failures.
Throughout “The God Life” series, we've studied Elijah, a man
just like us, showing not just how to live but how to exit this
life God’s way. Now, Elijah knew exactly when his final day
would come. And he’s not the only one who had this intel. His
successor, Elisha, also knew. And Elijah sowed into the next
generation until his final moment on earth.

For most of us, we don’t know which day will be our last, but
we all will eventually exit this life for the next one. As Dr.
Adrian Rogers once told me after I completed my term as pres-
ident of the Southern Baptist Convention, pointing to the exit
door, “James, do you see the sign over that door? It says, ‘Exit.
WEell, that is exactly what you are right now—an ‘Ex-It.” One
day, we'll all be an “ex-it,” and we need to make sure we exit
right. The greatest legacy you will leave is a life well lived.

Key Points
1. Follow God’s Plan

The story begins with a simple statement: “When the LORD
was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind, Elijah
and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal” (2 Kings 2:1). God
takes Elijah on a trip down memory lane, all the while showing
Elisha the places of significance for both Israel and Elijah’s own
personal life:

» Gilgal was where Israel first camped before entering the
Promised Land—where their God life truly began.

= Bethel, meaning “House of God,” symbolized God’s presence,
the atmosphere in which Elijah had lived his entire life.
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» Jericho represented the battles Elijah had fought and the
victories God had won.

» The Jordan River symbolized crossing over from one life
to another.

God had a plan for Elijah’s life that wasn't complete until his
very last day. You might not know your final day, but you,
too, can live each day with purpose. What ministry has God
placed on your heart? What person needs your encourage-
ment? What step of faith is He asking you to take? Don't put
it off. Live today as if it were your last day—not in fear but in
purposeful obedience.

Your life’s purpose doesn’t end until your final breath.
Start living today as if it matters eternally, because it does.

2. Go to God’s Presence

After crossing the Jordan, Elijah and Elisha walk together,
engaged in conversation, when suddenly “a chariot of fire and
horses of fire appeared and separated the two of them, and
Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind” (2 Kings 2:11, NIV).
This was a “deathless departure” or “eternal exit"—only the sec-
ond such instance recorded in Scripture. The only other people
who will experience this are believers who are alive when
Christ returns.

Maybe you worry about how you'll die or you fear leaving
loved ones behind. Perhaps you wonder what’s on the other
side. These are natural concerns, but for those who live the God
life, death isn't a dead end; it’s a doorway. When you've placed
your faith in Christ, death loses its sting. You don’t have to fear
it or obsess over it. Instead, you can live each day fully present,
knowing your eternal destination is secure. The moment you
breathe your last breath here, you'll take your first breath in
the presence of Jesus.
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When you live the God life, you can face death with peace
and confidence, knowing exactly where you're going—
straight into the loving arms of your Savior.

3. Live in God’s Power

Before Elijah’s departure, he and Elisha stood at the Jordan
River, which was too high to cross. With the young prophets
watching, “Elijah took his cloak, rolled it up and struck the
water with it. The water divided to the right and to the left,
and the two of them crossed over on dry ground” (2 Kings 2:8,
NIV). After Elijah’s ascension, young Elisha took the cloak and
struck the water with it, and the water parted. God’s power
isn’'t limited to a person, place, or period; the God life is empow-
ered by God Himself.

Leaders come and go, but God remains. As Elijah exited, Elisha
entered. One person’s exit led to another’s entrance. God can

do His work without us, but we can’t do our work without God.

The Holy Spirit enables you to live the God life until you exit
this world and enter God’s presence forever.

The same God who parted the waters for Elijah is ready to

work through you today. Trust His power, not your own
strength, to accomplish what seems impossible.
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Reflection Questions:

1. Elijah’s final journey took him through places of spiritual significance. What
locations, experiences, or relationships in your life represent important mile-
stones in your walk with God?

2. How are you investing in the next generation, as Elijah did with Elisha? Whom
might God be calling you to mentor, encourage, or pour into before your “exit”?

3. Elisha wanted a double portion of Elijah’s spirit. What spiritual legacy do you
hope to leave behind? What characteristics of your faith would you want oth-
ers to remember and emulate?
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